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A report on One day National Webinar

“Effects of Traditional Governance system in the state of Meghalaya”
Organized by the Department of Political Science and IQAC Cell, Nongstoin College
Welcome address by the Principal

The Principal of Nongstoin College, Nongstoin express her appreciation to the organizers
Department of Political Science and IQAC Cell, Nongstoin College for organizing the one day
webinar. She also welcomes all the distinguished resource persons, participants from different
institutions and students who took part in the webinar. She wished the webinar a successful
interaction and outcome oriented programme.

Brief Introduction by Dr. T. Dash

Local self government has a deep root in socio-cultural milieu in the human society. Different
models of local self government is working I different parts of the world including India. There
are numerous instances where socio-cultural and religious institutions have a deep impact on
political institution like local self government and also vice-versa which is observed in the
modern political institution across world and India. India being a plural society it has its own
variants of local self government exits in different parts including traditional political institutions
which is recognized under sixth scheduled of the Indian Constitution. But in reality there is a gap
exists in between theory and practice. It is also noticed that there is an exclusion of certain
sections of the community. Therefore, true democracy can be achieved as and when all the
sections of human being will participate in the process of local self government. With this
backdrop, the Department of Political Science and IQAC Cell, Nongstoin College welcomes all
the resource person and participants to the webinar on the topic “Effects of Traditional
Governance system in the state of Meghalaya.

Key Note Address by Dr. Soma Bhowmick

Dr. Soma Bhowmick introduced local self government as a part of the social system in particular
in Meghalaya. She discuss the historical aspects of the traditional institutions since the pre-
British period which located in the Brahmaputra Valley. Further, she depicts the picture of the
traditional institutions under the British period and finally its recognition after independence
India under the provision of the Sixth Scheduled to the Indian Constitution. She also discuss that
the existence of traditional institutions as effective with time and it is being accepted by the local
population. Traditional institutions were being part of larger academic, political and social
discussion as form of local governance. The main challenges faced by the traditional institutions
are two folds — the first is limitations by the constitutional provisions — the unrecognized status
by the state and central government which is not possible for financial independence. The next
challenge is the transitional stage of the society with its modern outlook in the 21 century. Dr



Soma Bhowmick stress the need to reform the traditional institutions into a democratize and
inclusive institutions. She had also suggest that in order to solve the crisis both state and
Autonomous District Council must take active cooperation to demand constitutional recognition
to empower the role of the traditional institutions as form of local self government by pointing its
pro-active role in dealing with the pandemic situation.

Dr. Anjan Kumar Bhanja

Dr. Kumar in his paper Role of Traditional Governance system in the State of Meghalaya
highlight the system of governance, its status, the issues that need to reform the existing
traditional institutions and share his views for further reforms. On the issues of governance
system he pointed to the weaknesses which need to be address such as its structure, lack of
participation by the people, leadership problems, revenue generation and devolution of structure.
He also emphasized the need to have transparency, accountability, transform action into reality at
the grassroots level in the state of Meghalaya. He also pointed the problem of service delivery at
the local level in the absence of local planning and monitoring agency, centralized system of
governance controlled by the Autonomous District Council (ADC). He pointed service delivery
is affected by the lack of planning at the grassroots level, the existence of informal authority
which is not recognized by the constitutions, customary laws affects the development at the
grassroots level and successful implementation of central schemes. He therefore,
suggests/advocates that the traditional institutions should be recognized by the constitution so
that it can bring holistic growth and development. In order to address the need of the people the
traditional institutions should be incorporate in the village development planning, the need for a
comprehensive participation in development plan, the traditional institutions have to involve in
the process of plan formulation in various fields to prepare the status report and perspective plan
or vision for development. He also suggest to conduct awareness programme, training as well as
the need to change attitude/mindset by involving all stake holders in the traditional institutions.

Dr. Richard Jangamlung

Dr Richard start his presentation by arguing that in a democratic system like India local self
government play an important role. He pointed out by using an example that traditional
institutions in Afghanistan are part and parcel of modern political system. He also pointed that
Meghalaya and Manipur have similar existence of Traditional institutions. Manipur existed as an
independent kingdom before merging with India has three important communities — the Meiteis,
the tribal’s and Indian migrated people. The traditional institutions have their own boundary as
well as social, political and judicial powers. There are three types of traditional institutions in
Manipur which include — authoritarian as practice by the Kuki, Mizo and Thangkhul, republican
practice by the Mao and semi-authoritarian/republican practiced by the Zeliangrong. He discuss
that ADC was introduced in Manipur in the year 1971 under the fifth scheduled in which the
people were not satisfied and demand to include under the Fifth Schedule of the Indian
Constitution. This led to a series of amendment by the government beginning from 1975



onwards. A series of amendment took place in the years 2000, 2006 and 2008 to fulfill the
aspiration of the people. He also report that no elections were conducted since 1990’s and the
general elections to the Autonomous District Council (ADC) was again re-introduced in 2010.
The presenter also pointed to the different limitations face by the ADC in Manipur since the
introduction under the Fifth scheduled do not grant Legislative and Judicial powers. The lack of
legislative powers restricts the ADC to enact laws in order to protect the customary laws as
practiced. Therefore, it creates problems with regard to the process of succession because there
are no written procedures for the methods of elections which allow everyone to contest and fight
to become the head. He also pointed that since there is no codification of customary laws
different traditional laws appeared which are only based on belief or being irrational. The ADC
under the Fifth Scheduled was not being empowered to generate revenue which affects its
function. The author suggested that there is a need to strengthen the traditional laws and its
institutions as well as codification of customary laws. The reason being that people still depend
and prefer on the traditional institutions in terms of conflict management. It can also serve as the
mechanism to connect with the government administration with people’s participation. Its
important role can be seen under the Covid 19 and the lockdown period in India.

Mr. Rubenker Nongrum

Mr. Nongrum in his paper traced the historical origin and growth of local self governance and its
inclusion under the constitution of India. He traced the evolutions of the institutions of local self
governance at different period of time started from the Vedic and Post-vedic period which
constituted the Gram Panchayat and its Samiti. He also traced its existence as a unit of
administration under the different dynasty that ruled India at different period of time. Under the
Muslim dynasty it became a part of institution to collect taxes. The British create their own
institutional -hierarchy in which the traditional institution of local self government was under
their administration and control. After India achieved independence, the Constitution of India
through its amendment recognized the local self government with the introduction of the
Panchayati Raj system through the 72" and 73" amendment. The local self governance became
an important part in the decentralization process and various community development
programme.

Mr. Skhemborlin Wahlang as a rapporteur summarise all the papers presented by the resource
persons in the webminar.

Dr. Bostick Mawsor proposed the votes of thanks for the Principal of the College, the organizers,
the resources person, participants and students who took active part in the webinar.
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Programme for National Webinar

Welcome address Dr. (Mrs) Iaisan Mawthoh, Principal

Key Note Address Dr. Soma Bhowmick, Registrar, William Carey University,
Meghalaya & Joint Secretary, East Zone, Indian Political Science
Association (IPSA).

About Programme Dr. Trilochan Dash, Head Department of Pol. Science, Nongstoin
College.

Resource person Dr. Moses Kharbithai, Assam University, Silchar.

Resource person Dr. Richard Jangamlung, William Carey University. Meghalaya.

Resource person Dr. Anjan Kumar Bhanja, National Institute of Rural Development and

Panchayati Raj, Hyderabad.

Resource person Shri Rubenker Nongrum, Research Scholar, William Carey University.
Meghalaya.

Vote of Thanks Dr. Bostick Mawsor, Nongstoin College.
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REGISTRATION FOR NATIONAL WEBINAR ON ‘Effects of the Traditional Governance System in the State

of Meghalaya’ HELD ON 28-12-2020/ MONDAY.

Sl No-| Eail ID Initial |Name Risglelptlligh
1 davislyngkhoi1@gmail.com Mr.  |Davis Lyngkhoi Student of Nongstion College
2 ristingjohnmarwein98@gmail.com Mr.  [Risting john Marwein Student of Nongstion College
3 aibansun2019@gmail.com Miss |Aibanrikor Sun Student of Nongstion College
4 shemphangtyrsa14@gmail.com Mr.  |Shemphang Tyrsa Student of Nongstion College
5 apsharaishangrit7 @gmail.com Mr.  |Apsharai shangrit Student of Nongstion College
6 kitborwahlang3@gmail.com Mr.  |kitbor Wahlang Student of Nongstion College
U maxbillmarak5@gmail.com Mr.  [Brilnath M Marak Student of Nongstion College
8 datipkharmyndai@gmail.com Mr. | Datipshailang kharmyndai Student of Nongstion College
o sohshang60@gmail.com Mr. Livingétone Sohshang Student of Nongstion College
10 kyrshanmshillong@gmail.com Mr. | Kyrshanpaul marshillong Student of Nongstion College
11 Assistant Professor
tjiwhiteplay@gmail.com Mr. TRUTHFUL LYNGDOH MAWLIEH|
12 kongmemlyngdohmarshillong@gmail.com [Miss  |Maitlynti L Marshillong Student of Nongstion College
13 Ambikerlin Marry Lyngdoh Student of Nongstion College
ambikerlinmarry@gmail.com Miss |Marshillong
14 Assistant Professor
lyngdohample@gmail.com Mrs. |Ample Rose Lyngdoh
15. Student of Nongstion College
cherean sangma
chereansangma29@gmail.com Miss
16 leonahmewan@gmail.com Mr.  |Wanpyrkhat lawphniaw Student of Nongstion College
17 romanusrongrinB0@gmail.com Mr. |ROMANUS RONGRIN Student of Nongstion College
18 daiamonmarshra3@gmail.com Miss |Daiamonlang Marshra Student of Nongstion College
19 Lamphrangnongsiang56336@gmail.com [Mr.  |Lamphrang nongsiang Student of Nongstion College
20 | dapbianglyngkhoi56@gmail.com Miss |Dapbiang lyngkhoi Student of Nongstion College
E khardewsawduncan5@gmail.com Mr.  |Duncan khaedewsaw Student of Nongstion College
22 diioristhabah99@gmail.com Miss |Diioris Thabah Student of Nongstion College
23 wanboklangmawlieh77@gmail.com Mr.  |Wanboklang mawlieh Student of Nongstion College
24 franklyngdoh689@gmail.com Mr.  |Francis L Mawlong Student of Nongstion College
25 lambokswangrie1@gmail.com Mr.  |Lambok Swangrie Student of Nongstion College
26 royaliawphniaw@gmail.com Miss |Aitinoris marbaniang Student of Nongstion College
27 niewkor9325@gmail.com Miss |[Niewkorkyrpang marngar Student of Nongstion College
28 ibawanpynbianglin@gmail.com Miss |lbawanpynbianglin Student of Nongstion College
29 ibanwahlang47@gmail.com Miss |lbansiewdor L. Wahlang Student of Nongstion College
30 pynbiangsohshang@gmail.com Miss |Pynbianghun sohshang Student of Nongstion College
31 Khardewsawshainingstar@gmail.com  [Mr.  |Shainingstar Khardewsaw ° Student of Nongstion College
32 zaranonglang@gmail.com Miss |Saralin Nonglang Student of Nongstion College
33 isuklin98@gmail.com Miss [Isuklin Sangriang Student of Nongstion College




34 | pWAHLANGO1@GMAIL.COM Miss [Pdianghunlang Wahlang. Student of Nongstion College
35 edenbert18@gmail.com Mr.  [Edenbert Syiemlieh Student of Nongstion College
36 riningwelnonglang92851@gmail.com Mr.  [Riningwel nonglang Student of Nongstion College
37 sevenlyng@gmail.com Mr.  |SevenDiamond Lyngkhoi Student of Nongstion College
38 sweetmelodythongni@gmail.com Miss [Sweetmelody Thongni Student of Nongstion College
39 lyngdohzyllenya@gmail.com Miss [Zyllenya lyngdoh Student of Nongstion College
40 flyngdoh84@gmail.com Miss |[Pynshailin sohshang Student of Nongstion College
A1 bromingkdiengdoh45@gmail.com Mr.  |Broming K Diengdoh Student of Nongstion College
42 |alvissyiemiong@gmail.com Miss |[Elbisstilda syiemiong Student of Nongstion College
@3 aitilangrin393@gmail.com Miss |Daiamonlin langrin Student of Nongstion College
44 |iyntikynti38816@gmail.com Miss |[Kyntibahun kharsyntiew Student of Nongstion College
45 ddajiedlangmarngr@gmail.com Mr.  |Dajiedlang-marngar Student of Nongstion College
46 luckzaryanm@gmail.com Miss |Luckzaryan R.Marak Student of Nongstion College
il pynshngain1999@gmail.com Mr.  |Pynshngain K Bani Student of Nongstion College
48 wanniang08beth@gmail.com Miss |Anjolin Wanniang Student of Nongstion College
49 iban6215@gmail.com Miss [lbansharai Lin snaitang Student of Nongstion College
50 |fourthdiamonds@gmail.com Miss |Daphilabet lyngkhoi Student of Nongstion College
51 phulnongspung98@gmail.com Mr.  [Phulmoon nongspung Student of Nongstion College
52 barikyntidiengdoh@gmail.com Miss |D Barikynti Diengdoh Student of Nongstion College
53 lamjingshaipahsyntiew@gmail.com Mr.  |Lamjingshai Wahlang Student of Nongstion College
o4 mebanshan.Im@gmail.com Mr.  [Mebanshan L Marshillong Student of Nongstion College
55 gloriamawsor310@gmail.com Miss [Gloria Mawsor Student of Nongstion College
56 jopkuparkharbani@gmail.com Mr.  opkupar kharbani Student of Nongstion College
57 iaiiarapzz@gmail.com Mr.  |[Raplang Nongkhar Student of Nongstion College
58 mercynongsiej77@gmail.com Miss [Mercyful Nongsiej Student of Nongstion College
59 laianongkhar@gmail.com Miss [Laiahunlang Nongkhar Student of Nongstion College
60 teibarlesnongphud2001@gmail.com Mr.  [Teibarles Nongphud Student of Nongstion College
61 |kitboklyngkhoi456@gmail.com Mr.  [Kitbok lyngkhoi Student of Nongstion College
62 |diltimarak123@gmail.com Miss |Dilti R. marak Student of Nongstion College
63 rosemarynongsiej99@gmail.com Miss |RoseMary Nongsiej Student of Nongstion College
64 pungsoir0@gmail.com Miss |[Bankyntiew wanniang Student of Nongstion College
65  |panteilangmarwein8788@gmail.com Mr.  [BANTEILANG MARWEIN Student of Nongstion College
66 pynskhem945@gmail.com Mr.  [Pynskhlemlang kharsyiemlieh Student of Nongstion College
67 marngartanbor@gmail.com Mr. [TANBORLANG MARNGAR Student of Nongstion College
68 |charlinrashir3@gmail.com Mr.  [Charlin Rashir Student of Nongstion College
69 Libarnesmawtyllup@gmail.com Miss |Libarnes Mawtyllup Student of Nongstion College
70 nongstoin@gmail.com Miss |[Jelsiful Snaitang Student of Nongstion College
a Bisharlang@gmail.com Mr.  |Bisharlang Diengngan Student of Nongstion College
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